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Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics 
fend  the  Forest  Service,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Just  one  look  at  this  week's  pile  of  letters  is  enough  to  prove  to  me  that 
household  problems  get  thicker  as  the  holidays  get  closer.     I'll  have  to  talk 
mast  if  I  answer  everybody  on  the  Question  list  today  —  everybody  from  the  lady 
•'who  wants  help  on  buying  some  Christma.s  towels  to  the  small  boy  who  inquires 
about  making  his  Christmas  tree  "keep"  a  long  time. 

Let's  talk  towels  first  for  the  listener  who  writes:     "Dear  Aunt  Sammy: 
[I  am  a  practical  person  who  likes  to  give  practical  Christmas  gifts.     I  want  to 
give  one  friend  of  mine  a  set  of  bath  towels.     But  after  looking  over  the  towels 
in  the  store  —  such  an  array  of  kinds,   colors,   sizes,  prices,  and  so  on  —  I  don'i 
know  what  is  a  good  practical  buy.     Haven't  the  home  economics  textile  experts  in 
Ibhe  Department  of  Agriculture  made  a  study  of  bath  towels  that  might  helo  a  shopper 
like  me?" 

I  am  glad  to  answer  that  letter  with  the  news  that  the  textile  people  have 
made  just  such  a  study  and  recently.     They  made  a  study  of  cotton  Turkish  towels. 
Hlhe  towels  were  white,  some  with  colored  borders,  and  were  22  by  kh  inches  —  or 
•as  near  that  size  as  possible.     They  ranged  in  retail  price  from  lU  cents  to  a 
.dollar  and  a  half  apiece.     The  textile  people  wanted  to  find  out  about  such  qual- 
ities as  weight,  strength,  and  water  absorption,  so  they  studied  details  like  the 
,ply  of  the  yarn,  and  the  number  of  twists  per  inch,  and  the  twist  direction,  the 
[thread  count,  and  the  length  of  loop. 

The  textile  people  found  that  the  higher-priced  towels  had  longer  loops  and 
pigher  thread-count,   so  were  thicker  and  heavier  per  square  yard.     They  tested  the 
"breaking  strength"  of  each  towel  as  an  indication  of  durability.     In  the  matter 
of  water  absorption  or,  you  might  say,   "drying  ability"  they  found  that  the 
rehickest,  heaviest  towels  were  slower  to  take  up  moisture  than  the  thinner,  lighter 
weight  towels.     That  is,  a  thin  poorly  constructed  towel  may  dry  the  skin  more 
luickly,  but  it  will  probably  break  and  wear  out  much  sooner  than  a  strongly 
woven,   thick-piled  towel.     You  as  the  shopper  have  to  decide  whether  a  speedy  rub- 
down  or  a  strong  towel  that  will  probably  last  a  long  time,   is  most  important. 

As  for  the  best  buy  in  size  and  color,  well,   this  is  largely  a  matter  of 
personal  taste.     Turkish  towels  are  made  in  all  sizes  from  the  small  hand-  or 
[faoe-size  to  the  2-yard  length  large  enough  to  wrap-around  a  6-foot  he-man. 
If  the  men  in  your  family  have  a  great  yen  for  these  huge  bath-sheets,   just  remem- 
ber they'll  ran  up  your  bill  if  you  pay  for  your  laundry  bv  the  pound.     For  general 
use,  the  medium  size  bath  towel  —  22  by  UU  inches  or  thereabouts,  is  most 
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convenient.     It  is  a  good  size  for  everyone  in  the  family.     If  your  friend  has 
worked  out  a  color  scheme  in  her  "bathroom  and  would  like  gay  towels  to  harmonize, 
be  sure  to  check  on  the  color  fastness  of  the  dye.     The  better  quality  towels  are 
made  with  lasting  dyes  these  days,  and  you  can  find  everything  in  the  designs 
from  penguins  to  polka  dots. 

Well,  so  much  for  the  Christmas  towels.     Now  to  answer  the  auestion  about 
how  best  to  "keep"  a  Christmas  tree.     Well,  the  Forest  Service  suggest  suggests 
several  ways  that  you  can  make  a  tree  keep  its  leaves  longer.     First,  buy  a 
freshly  cut  tree  if  possible  rather  than  one  that  has  been  shipped  from  a  great 
distance  or  has  "been  lying  around  the  market  for  a  couple  of  weeks.     Then,  choose 
the  kind  of  tree  that  naturally  holds  its  leaves  a  long  time.     Usually,  red  cedar 
and  pine  hold  their  leaves  longer  than  hemlock,  snruce  or  fir.     The  Douglas  fir 
does  not  last  as  long  as  pine  or  red  cedar  hut  it  lasts  longer  than  hemlock, 
spruce  and  some  of  the  other  firs.     The  hemlock  makes  an  attractive  tree  but  last 
only  a  few  days.     Then  its  needles  begin  to  fall.     Of  course,  any  tree  lasts 
longer  in  a  cool  room  than  in  a  hot  room. 

Then,  all  of  these  trees,  but  -particularly  the  firs,  spruce  and  hemlock, 
hold  their  leaves  longer  if  they  are  dug  with  a  few  roots  and  then  placed  in  a 
tub  or  bucket  of  moist  soil  or  peat  moss.     If  you  have  a  small  Christmas  tree, 
you  can  buy  one  with  a  ball  of  earth  around  its  roots  and  then  nlace  it  in  a  tub. 
Or  buy  it  already  planted  that  way  from  a  nurseryman.     If  you  look  after  these 
little  trees  during  the  holidays  and  then  keen  them  in  a  cool  place  carefully 
watered,  you  can  set  them  out  in  the  garden  in  the  spring  and  thus  keep  your 
Christmas  tree  indefinitely. 

While  we're  on  the  subject  of  "keening"  Christmas  greens,  we  might  mention 
that  Christmas  wreaths  hung  outside  instead  of  inside  the  windows  will  last 
longer  and  stay  fresher  and  prettier. 

The  last  question  is  about  buying  nuts.    Another  shopper  among  our  listen- 
ers wants  to  know  which  is  the  "best  way  to  buy  nuts  —  in  their  shells  or  out. 
Well,  pound  for  pound,  nuts  in  the  shell  usually  sell  for  less  than  the  nut-meats 
But  if  you  consider  the  weight  of  the  shell  and  the  work  of  removing  those 
kernels,  you'll  probably  find  that  nut-meats  are  cheaper  per  unit  of  value  than 
the  same  kind  of  nuts  in  the  shell.     Nuts  already  shelled  do  save  time,  lahor 
and  storage  space.     Cn  the  other  hand,  the  shells  are  a  protection  against  dust 
and  handling  and  so  on. 

l         v  , 

That's  all  the  questions  we  have  time  for  today.     But  next  week  I'll 
answer  some  last-minute  Christmas  queries. 


